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Amendment? Ifl * he Claims: 

77* tori/i* o/ctai/n* replace all prior versions, and listings, cf claims in 

the application:. 

I (Currently Amended) In a vehicle having a passenger compartment, an 

instrument panel system comprising: 
an instrument panel; 

a control panel attachable to the instrument panel, the control panel comprising 
a plurality of switches for use by an occupant in the passenger compartment to control at least 

one vehicle system; [[and]] 

an Rumination source for selectively Ruminating at least one of the plurality 

of switches, wherein each of the plurality of switches is visible to the occupant only when 
illuminated by the illumination source; and 

„ ggntroj ™rt,,le in cnmmtinication with the control panel and the Rumination 
ggntcj the contr ^ mg flds for selectively interfacinp the control panel with the at leM Que 
vghjcle. sterns t - be r ^«"<*- aad for controlling the illumination souro* fo selectively 
mn^te a t leas t Qflg plthg nlnralitv of switches based on the at least one of the pinralhv of 
v^nirle svste ™« tt> hp controlled. 

2. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 1 wherein the 
ilhimination source comprises a projector for projecting light onto the plurality of switches. 

3. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 2 wherem the projector 
is to be located in the passenger compartment. 

4. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 3 wherein the projector 
projects images onto surfaces associated with the plurality of switches, the associated surfaces 
visible to the occupant. 
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5. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 4 wherein the projector 
further projects an additional image onto a surface of the instrument panel visible to the 
occupant, the surface of the instrument panel and the projected additional image acting as a 
display for conveying mformation to the occupant. 

6. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 4 wherein the projector 
further projects an additional image onto a surface of the control panel visible to the occupant, 
the surface of the control panel and the projected additional image acting as a display for 
conveying information to the occupant. 

7. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 2 wherein each of the 
plurality of switches is substantially transparent and the projector projects images onto the 
plurality of switches, the images visible to the occupant. 

8. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 7 wherein the projector 
further projects an additional image onto a substantially transparent surface of the instrument 
panel, the substantially transparent surface of the instrument panel and the projected additional 
image acting as a display for conveying information to the occupant. 

9. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 7 wherein the projector 
further projects an additional image onto a substantially transparent surface of the control 
panel, the substantially transparent surface of the control panel and the projected additional 
image acting as a display for conveying information to the occupant. 

10. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 1 wherein the 
fllumination source is a plurality of light emitting diodes in proximity to the plurality of 
switches. 

11. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 1 wherein each of the 
plurality of switches comprises a touch activated field effect switch. 

-3- 
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12. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 1 wherein eachoftiie 
plurality of switches comprises a membrane switch. 

13. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 1 farther comprising 
a control module to be provided in communication with the control panel and the muinination 
source, the control module for selectively interfacing the control panel with the at least one 
vehicle system to be controlled, and for controlling the muinination source to selectively 
illuminate at least one of the plurality of switches based on the at least one vehicle system to 
be controlled. 

14. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 1 wherein each of the 
plurality of switches comprises at least one icon for mumination by the Uhnnination source. 

15. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 14 wherein the at least 
one icon comprises a plurality of icons, each of the plurality of icons associated with one of 
a plurality of vehicle systems. 

16. (Original) The instrument panel system of claim 15 wherein each of the 
plurality of switches comprises at least one icon for illumination by the mumination source, 
and wherein the control module selectively illuminates the at least one icon based on the at 
least one vehicle system to be controlled. 

17. (Currently Amended) In a vehicle having a passenger compartment, an 
instrument panel system comprising: 

an instrument panel; 

a control panel attachable to the instrument panel, the control panel comprising 
a plurality of switches for use by an occupant in the passenger compartment to control a 
plurality of vehicle system, each of the plurality of switches having a plurality of icons 
associated therewith, each icon associated with one of the plurality of vehicle systems; [[and]] 



PAGE 7/12 * RCVD AT 2:18:23 PM [East^n Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO^FXRF-6/25 * DMS:2738300 * CSID:248 358 3351 * DURATION {mn>ss):0248 



JRN- 16-2006 14:22 BROOKS AND KUSHMfiN 248 358 3351 P. 

• 

AnyDktNo. LEAR 0378X PUS 

S/N: 10/717,078 _ 
Reply to Office Action of June 30. 2005 

an illumination source for selectively illuminating the plurality of icons, wherein 
each of the plurality of switches is visible to the occupant only when an associated icon is 
illuminated by the iUumination sourceijn£ 

ajaangfl] m sBSB M BSSfiSn whh the eSBgOj panel.and the niuminatU ffl 

. mT ~ t gCTigoHBSdHle for di^tivelv interfering fee control panel with a* least one of the 
rlnrnlttY gf gg hjcje svitgmj t f t ^ confl^lgd, mcl for controlling the inimrinatlQn source 

gdgctiyeiy jMsats at leas T ™" nf the nluraliTV ° f ic °° 8 laSSd ^ * °^ ° f M 

plurality of y riiirfe systems to he controlled. 

18. (Original) The instrument panel of claim 17 wherein each of the 
plurality of switches includes an audible actuation notification to provide the occupant with an 
indication of actuation of the switch. 

19. (Cancel) 

20. (Currently Amended) The instrument panel system of claim [[19]] 12 
wherein the illumination source is a projector for projecting light onto the plurality of switches . 

21. (New) The instrument panel system of claim 17 wherein at least two 
icons are associated with each switch and the control module controls which of the at least two 
icons is illuminated and the vehicle system controlled as function thereof. 
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